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‘ FRANCE,

(FROM OUBR OWN CORRESPONDXENT,}
PARIS, SATURDAY, DXC, 28, 7 A.M,
In an advertisement published In the Con-

ditufionnel—his own paper-—of to-day, relativ,
to the Turkish loan, M, Mirds announces that the
differcnce to which I have alinded Is settled.
Accounting for the delay in filling ap the subscrip.
tion liaf, {hat gentleman aays :—

‘¢ But anforescen facts occurred during the subscription.
On the onehand some financial hoatilitleg manifested thems

selves agalnst the loan. On the other hand a difference
xelating to private interests oscurred with the Caisse Gene-

rale des Cheming de Fer, and this difference, completely ter-
minated to-day, has given rise to Interpretations of which
malevolence bas availed itself.”

The main point is that the ° difference” is at an

end. Of course, most people anticipated that it
would be »o.

The negotiations which have been continued for
some time between the French and Prussian Govern-
mentz for the conclusion of 2 treaty of commerce
are nearly concluded. The negotistions betwesn
the French and Belgian Governments for a similar
object are procesding rapidly, and it is expected
that the Emperor of the French may announce on
ibe 1st of January that a treaty of commerce has
been concluded with each of these Governmenta.

The Miniater of the Tnterior has just addressed
the followlng circular to the Prefects :—

**Monsienr lo Préfet,—The Emperor, as made known by
& notlce Inserted in the Jloniteur of tha *16th inst,, has de-
cided ihat from the 1st of January next, aud by reciprodity,
$he subjects of the Queen of Greal Britaln and Ireland
coming into France, will be admitted to circalate on the

ferritozy of the empire withoot passports. Irequest you,
in consequence, o gave the neccssary instractions, that Eng-
Usk subjecta may berecelved in France on $hesimple dec!a-
rarion of thelr narionality. Such among them a3 shall desize
fo be provided with a voucher which will allow them to
¢ialm the advantages which are accorded to forsigners pro-

vided with pasports for visiting the public balldings will
obly have to present to the speclal agent at the frontler a
visiting card, on which that agent will affix the stampof the
Administration ; or they may provide themselves with &
special card, whick will be delivered tothem, on application,
by $he Prefectof Police, I request you, Monsieur fb Preéfet,

€0 cause theze inatructions to he published in the form of
$he annexed notice, which you will take care to have posted

up inthe ports and the difforent po'ntsof entry on the torrl-
tory. Accept, &e., “F, DE PERSIGNY.”
The Three per Cents. closed yesterday at 67£. 75c.
for the end of the month ; Orleans Railway shares,
1,773, 25¢, 3 Great Northern, 980f, ; Strashure,
5971, 50c. ; Paris to Lyons and the Mediterranean,
902f. 650c. ; Western of France, 555f, ;: Bordesux
and Cette, 515f. ; Lyons and Genevs, 367f, 50c, ;
fg&;:l_._k g(f}c Crédit Mobilier, 749f. ; Austrian Rallwaya,
Cours Authentique.—PARIS, Dee, 28,—Cash Pricos.—

Four-and.a-Half per Cents. (not reimbursable for 10
esrs), 96f. 80c. ; Three per Qents., 67 90c, 80c, 73e,
Oc. 65¢. Toe. 80c. T5e. ; Bank of France, 2,852f, 50, ;

Crédit Foneler, 940f, ; ditto, Obligations of 590f,, Four

per Cents,, 4871. 5tlc. 4851, ; ditto, Threo per Conts., 460f,

4621, 50c, ; ditto, Tenths, Four per Cents., 97f. 50¢, 98¢,

15¢. 3 ditto, Tenths, Three per Cents., 95f, 93f. 75c. 92C.

50c¢.; dltto, Ob, Con., Threa per Cents,, 442f. 50¢, 443¢,
75¢. ; Promimory Obligations of 1,000f.,, Phree per Cents,,
3.010f, ;s Crédit Industriel et Commercial, 565f. ; Qrédit

Mobiliex, 747f. 50c. 742f. 50c. T40f. ; Discount Rank, new

sbares, 622f, 50c, 620f. 3 Piedmontess Five per Cents,, 791,

o0¢. 75¢. 50¢. ; ditto Three per Cents., 1853, 50f. ; Avstrian

Flve per Cents., 1852, 73 ; Spanish Three per Cents., In-

ferlor Debt, 494 £ } 2 ; ditto, Deferred Converted, 415 3 -

Belgian Fonr-and-a-Half per Cents, 1860, 98L ; Ronte Ee

Naples, 82 83 ; Roman Loan, 72 71} 72." Exchange on

London, at ailght, paper, 25f. 16c,; money, 25f, 13¢

fhree months, paper, 24f. 85c.; money, 24f, 83,

SUNDAY, DEC. 30, 7 AL,

I have much satisfaction in stating that the Em.
ﬁror INapoleon has caused the matter of Count

dialaus Teleki to be taken up in a manner that
does him great credit. Iam assurred that strong
remonatrances have been mads both to the Austrian
and Saxon Ministers here, and the conduct of the

Government represented by the latter has been

commented upon in terms of spacial reprobation,

The French Ministers at Vienna and Dresden have

doubtless by this called the attention of the respec-

five Courts to the subject, and the explanations
they get are probhably the 2ame that have been
iven here. They are to the effect that Count
eleki's case came within the =scope of the

Extraditlon Trealy, and that he was, to all in-

fents and purposes, a criminal; that Awustria

was legally justified in claiming him, and that

Saxony, bound by treaty, had no choice but

compliance,

Now, setting asidefor the moment the mere ques-
fion of humanity and honour, to which neither of
the two kidnapping Governments would probably
attach any weight, the act was, strictly speaking,
illegal, Count Teleki quitted Hungary at the close
oi 1843, and had no direct part in the overthrow of
{he Hapsbarg dynasty. He came to Parls, where
he acted asthe representative of the new Govern-
ment established in his native country: and the
penalty of death adjudged against a man for diplo-
mafic sexvice to a de facfo Government is as rare as
1% is cruel.

Again, the Emperor of Austria, by his Patentsof
October last, has, in point of fact, admitted the ille-
gality of the exceptional system which prevailed
1n Hungary from 1850 to 1860 ; and $his repu-
diation should tirst of all apply to the military
tribunals, which, in contemp$ of all justice, and
especiaily of the ancient laws of Hungary, pro-
nounced sentence of death on so many distinguished
and patriotic men, and at the top of the list is the
sentence of which Saxony offers herself o be the
executioner,

Even had Count Teleki been judged with all the
forms of judicial procedure, Austria would not be
Jjustified in demanding his extradition ; and Saxony
would have less right to comply. The 8th article of
ths Fedaral Conventionof June, 1833, on which the
Dreeden Government doubtless relies, is applicable
to the Germanic - Confederation only, and %o
the disorders which may menace the internal
security of 2 Confederate State, It is frus
the Emperor of Austria i3 one of the Con-
federate Sovereigns ; but Hungary forms’no pirt
of the Germanic Confederation; and the regu-
Iaticns which were adopted in the interests of the
Confederation do not apply to Hungary or its popu-
lations. Of this there can hardly be a doubt; the
Germanic Confederation did not consider it had the
rights, nor was ander the obligation of intervening
in 1849 in support of Anstria against the Hungarian
revolution, nor did the Confederation intervene
ten years later to maintain Austrian rale
in Lombardy. The Confedsration has nothingto
<o with the political events taking place in Hun-
gary or any other non-confederate Sizte.

The word **criminal” in the Convention refers o
xobbers, money-clippers, coiners, murderers and
malefactors of the kind, and not fto political xe-
fugees ; and the Saxon Government was so impatient
to exhibif to the world her base and gratuitous
vassalage that it did not even examine the Con-
vention by which it alleges it is bound, to see
whaelher the Hungarian patriot, who eought the hos-
pitality of 1s oil, was comprised in such a list,

As 1t is still afirmed on excellent authority that
Count Teleki was at Dreseden on no politleal busi-
ness, hix arrest and betrayal into the hands of the
Austrian police was not only an outrage on
‘iliumanity, but a flagrant violation of law and juse

CO.

1% 13 3a1d to be theintention of Count de Persigny
fo grant permissior for the publication of all neriodi-
cals for which a demand has been ad to his
department since he assumed the direction of it,

he Marshals commanding corps darmée, who
were summozned to Paris to give their opinion of the
new system of organizing the army of reserve, have
returned to their posts. The departure of Marshal

Pelissier, Duke of DBalakhoff, for Algeria, ix said to
be fixed for Monday next.

We hava experienced ancther changs of weather
In Parls, On Thursday night there was a rapid

thaw, bul not aufficient to melt the snow on the

housetops and in the atreeta, Rain fell for & short
time on Friday. Thewind then shifted to the north,
and & smart froat set in, which still continues, Yeator-
day was a magnificent day for pedestrians, There
g:ta clear sky, with sunshine, cotwithstanding the

An ImFem 1 decree authorizes the Inseription at
the Public Treasury of 2,339 clvil and military pen-

sions for the sum of 1,215,741f, 35c,, pald by the
Sardinian Government to natives of éavoy and of
the arrondissement of Nice, The holders must de-
clare, when applying for the first payment, that it Is
their with t0 become Frerch subjects.

The receipts of the Paris and Orleans Railway
Company for the week ending Deocember the 224
amount to 1,287,641f. 30c., belng an increase of
191,482¢f, 42¢., as eorTnEued with the corrupondin%
week of laasl year, ¢ receipts from the 1st o

-
¢

Jan
é%&‘ﬂm 12., being

! Cents,, 4438, Tho. 4421, 500, M1F, D% 3 Pro

to the 224 of December amount to .

92¢., as COM with the correspond: 10d of
the ) 1869, ding perl

e Three per Centa, closed yesterday at 67¢. 65¢.

for the end of the month, and the Founr-and-a-Half
Cents. at 96f. 65¢, ; Orleans Railway shares,
»307f, DOc. 5 Great Northern, 980f, ; Strasburg,
696f. 25c. ; Parls to Liyons and the Mediterranean,
900%. s Western of ¥rance, 551f, 25¢c.; Bordeaux

and Cette, 510f. ; Lyons and Geneva, 368f, 75¢. ;
Bank of Crédit Mobilier, 730f.; Austzlan Rall-
ways, 478f. 7bc.

Cours Autheniique~PARIS, Dec, 20,—Cagh FPrices,—
Four-and-s-Half per Oents, (not reimbursabls for 10
g:rn 962, 80¢c. 80¢. 75¢. 700.; Three per Cents., 67f. 850,

. 90c, 80¢, 750. T0c. 55c, 60c. G3c,; Bank of France,
2,902f, ble, 5 COrédit Foncier, 955L.5 ditto, Obligations of
500f,, Four per Cents., 437f, 50c, 485¢, 4S3f, T5e, ; ditto,
Three Centa,, 462f, 50c. : ditto, Tenths, Four per
Cent:.,g?r. 50c. 98, 75¢. 97F. 50¢,3 éitto, Tenths, Three

Ceats,, 931, 75c, 921, 50¢.; ditto, Ob, Com, Thre%) Eﬁr
mimrr -

gailong of 1,000f., Thres per Cente., 1,010f, ; Crédlt Mo-
ler, 7418, 25¢, 7381, 75¢, 7371, BOe. 733, 75¢.727L, 50¢, ;

Iscount Bank, 650f, 6481. 75¢.; ditto, New Shares (330f,

id), 620f.; Fledmontese Five per Oents,, 791, 60c, 40c,
gc. 3¢, 25¢c, ; Spanish Thres per Cents., Extorlor Debt
1841, 50L; ditte, 1852-56, 50 3 491
49 491 ; ditto, Deferred: Converted, 41Z ilg . ditto, New
Pasaives, 223 i! s Roman Loan, 72 713, oﬁmge on Lon-
don, at sight, paper, 208, 17c,; money, 25€, 150, ; ditto,
$hree mﬂnth', PALEY, 24f, 856:; money, 241, 83¢,

AUSTRIA,
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.}
VIENNA, Dxc, 26,
The leading Vienna papers have subjected M.
von Schmerling’s circular to a critical analysis, and
‘they, one and all, *“ damn it with fain} praise,”
The Neueste Nachrichten contalns an imaginary
letter from a ¢ Privy Councillor and Imperial
Royal Stagdtholder” to the new Minister of State, in
which the latter is given to understand that he will
not te ableto carry out his proposed measures unleas
he has thesupport of freely-elected representatives
of the people. The lettar, which is full of raillery,

is in subatance as follows :—

‘“ In zeply to the Iatier part of your Excellency’s clr-
cular of the 22d Inst., I take the liberly of mwaking
a few observations, In the Iast iwelve years I bhave
been Stadiholder of the Province of * * * *, and during
that period have seen many changes In the highest officlal
circles, with correaponding changes in ihs political institu-
tions of the country. On the recelpt of your Excellenoy’s
circular X felt some Mttle trepidation, it having been my Iot
to receive very many contradictory ordinances and instruc-
tions from the Home Depariment, On reading the docu-
ment, however, 1 was greatly pleased by 1is tenonr, The clr.
cular contains the expression of statesmanlike ideax and ex-
cellent zemolutions, Ax in duty bhound, I communicated
Jyour Excellency’s plans to the chlefs of my boreaux
and requeated them $o aesist me in carrylng them
out, To my regret I found that my subordinates were
less pleated with the contents of your Excellency’s clroular
than I bad been., They appesar fo have grown Indifferent,
and in thelr Ianguage there is a mixture of despsir and
irony. If those political institutlons which have been

golong talked of were Introduced, the employés might per-
haps be roused from the apathy into which they have fallen,
My confidence in your Excellency’s character is great, but
I must confess that I should feel mors at esse if the Govern-
ment, by aserles of beral measures, gave uvnmistakable
roofs of & firm: resolve to enter into the path of constitn-
tionalism, Y our Excellency will excuse this remark when you
call to mind theclrevlarissued by Dr. A. Bach, the Minisgter

o0 ; ditte, Interior

of the Interior in1849,and the secret Inrtrnctions which wera
subsequently forwarded by him to theprovincial authoritien
Dr. Bach’s clrcular of the 15th of August, 1849, contained
the ideas which are In your Excellency’s circular of the 223
of December, 1860, but they were expressed more clearly,
more precisely. Xor a time I governed the province in.
fzusted to my care in the iense of. Dr, Bach’s circalar, buta
sharp and contlnnal fire of rescripts, ordinanges, and con-
fidential communications forced me $o fall back on the old
system, I remained in office, however, because I felt thas
I was as popular az any Stadtholder could be under such
clreumstances, Shonld what 1 have written give offence, 1
shall be sorry, but it appears to me that at soch a critfcal
moment perfect candour is necessary. From fo-day I shall
consider mysell Stadtholder ad inferim, but shall be
well pleased to remain at my poat if the Provincial Dlet
—which I {rust will be convoked a3 speedily as possible—
sbould publicly declare that it deems me worthy to continue
to manage the affairs of the provlnce,”

The posts of Minister of Commerce and Minister

I*of Public Instruction are still vacant, because

fitting men cannot be found. Thers is no dearth of
talent, but 1t isextremely difficult to ind high in-
telligence and perfect rectitude united in one and
the same person, M. Maager has come here from
Cronstadt, and it is rumoured that he is about to
take office, but persons who know the ¢ constitu-
tional burgher’” intimately tell me that he has not
the requisite knowledgefor a Minister of Commerce.

Some days ago you were informed that

there was a great political ferment in Bohemisa,
and I now learn that Messrs, Rleger, Palacky,*
Brauner, and other leaders of the Czechs have pub-
lished & political programme, in which they strongly
ingist on the histerical rights and privileges of the
Kingdom of Bohemis, %‘ha Czechs, who may be
considered the aborigines of Bohemia, demand :—
¢¢ The maintenance of the rights of that kingdom in
its relations with Austria. The maintenance of its
rights in its relations with the German Bund, The
right to self-legislation in all matters which are not
in connaxion with foreign affairs, finances, war, and
comzmerce, The privilege of seli-government, with
adminisirative organs which shall he respon-
sible {0 the Provincial Diet.” There is no
wish on the part of the National party in
Bohemia to quarrel with the mnobles, bnt it
cannot admit that they, ““by right of birth
alone,” have a right to special political privileges.
The Czechs deciare that they consider the Slaves in
Moravia their brethren, and wish to be on the most
intimate terms with them, but they positively deny
that they cherish Panslavistic ideas., The Gali-
ciaus, being unwilling to be surpassed by the other
nationalities, intend to petition the Government to
sppointa Court Chancellor for Galicia, to employ
native Galicians in the administrative and judicial
departments of the province, to makeuse of the
Polish language in the public offices and schools,
and to place the different confessions on an
equality, Iir. Smolka, who was President of the
Austrian Diet in 1848, will be the bearer of the peti-
tion, if he can obtain permisaion to travel to Vienna
on such an errand. There is a great ferment In
Russian Poland and in the Grand Duchy of Posen
(it belongs to Prussia), but there is no good reason
for believing that there is any direct understanding
between the Polex and Hungarians. The two
nationalities have little or no aympathy for each
other, the one people belng crafty and intricuing,
while the other is devoid of guile 3 almost the only
quality which they have in common is personal
bravery. Thedemonstration in Warsaw on the 20th
ult. was "a serious affair, but people here appear to
know nothing at all about it, Great crowds of
people went on the day mentioned to the church
of the Carmelites, which was used as a prisen for
political prisoners in 1830, and after Divine servica
was at an end small portraits of the leading men in
the War of Liberation were distributed. ¢ Poland ix
not yet jost” having been sung in chorus, the con-
gregaslon withdrew. The police were in greatforce,
but no attempt was made to arrest any one. It ix
rumoured ir the political circles of St. Petersburg
that anarmy of 150,000 men is to be concentrated in
Russian Poland, and also that a loan of 100,000,000
roubles will be raited in Russia Proper.

The Ministerial Donaw Zeitung prints e article
after another on the mubject of Venetia, and the
sente of all of them iz that Austria is resolved not
to part with Venatia unless she is forced to do so.
It has long been rumoured that Lord Cowley ix
cominy to Vienna to treat with Austria for the
sale of Venetia, but it stands toreason that there
can be no truth in the report, as Lord Bloomfeld,
the new Ambassador, 'wi.li}0 be here in the course of
the next month. Another report is that Mr, Cob-
den is coming to negotlate & freaty of commerce,
but it is entirely devoid of foundation, It has, how-
ever, been hinted to me that Count Rechberg and
Loxrd A. Loftus were just preparing a convention
when the latter received notice that he was to go fo
Berlin, Mesaxs, Roebuck and Lever are still here,
and it must be supposed that they bhave re-
linquished their original vlan, ag it ix now

stated' that they are irying to meke arran
ments with Government for & direct co n&e'E;

by meana of stesmers between London and Triests
and Fiome, and for a railroad between the last-
mentioned place and Slmek, on the Save,

There Is no news of importrnce from Hunpary,
Count Ladislaus Teleki has beon sent to the fortroms
of Josefatadt, in Bohemia, Hisarrest has caused a
great sensation In Hungary, but the inhabitants of
‘that country do not believe that hislife is in dan-
ger. It may be remarked that Teleki, as & political
offender, was surrendered to Austria in virtue of &
federal law, As I have oftsn told you, the Bund ix
little more than a police establishment on s grand

scale,

* M, Rieger, who Iz an excellent speaker, was the leader
of the Gmhpua in the Austrian Diet in 1843, M, Pa-
lacky Is & renowned hlsdorian,

a: increase of 1,453,218F, |
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' THE BRITISH ARMY IN CHINA. -

{FrEoM A CORRESPONDENT.)
O BEFORE PEKXIN, Ocr. 17.
When I say “° Befors Pekin,” you are not to Imagine that
we are in the position of a besieging army, and that we conld
not get In if we wished it, for, ax the Iast mall hax probadbly

Informed you, one of the gates 1s now in our pomsession, and.

wo have only to push on our advantags to become maiters
of the entire town. It was not anticipated that it wonld
have become ours without some semblance of opposi-
tlor, and accordingly on the 12tk $he 1st Royal Regl.
ment was sent to take up itzquariers inthe “Temple of the
Earth,” the wails of which enclose a space of many acres,one
of them atretching parallel to the north wall of Pekin at a
distance of & few hundred yarde, and a little to our lefi of
the Anting-gate. Behlod this wall the slege batiery was to
have becn placed, openings having been madein it for the
purpose, and the plan of attack was to breach the wall at a
distance of 15 feet from the ground, then to storm the
breach with a party told off from the Second Divislon,
which party, when it had gained the wall, was to turn to
its right, and proceed along the wall to the Anting.pato,
which it wazs forthwith to occupy. All this preparation
was, however, rendered neodless by the surrender of the
gate, which wag given up tous in the course of the day, and
is now held conjointly by the English snd French, one on
fhe right and the other on the left, our garrlson belng com-
posed of the 67th Regiment, the 8th Punjab Infantry, and
some Axtillery, .

The word ¢ gate” conveys but & faint iden of the comnli-
cated structure which bears that name, Az you approach
the heavy mamive wall, 40 feet high, and, as will atterwarda
appear, 55 faek thick at the top, passing by a bridge of
atone over a ditch which may orce have been wet, but now
is dry, yoncome fo0 what I can best term a” ¢ semicircnlar
bastion,” having at what, if it were bullt according to our
ideas, wonld be its salient angle a hupe square tower of
several storles, pierced with four rows of loopholes, one ever
the other, and 12 in each row, and surmounted by that
peculiar pagoda-like roof with which the willow-paitern
piate has mnadeo us all famlliar, Leaving thison yourright,
and keeping along the semicircular excrescence $1ll 1% joins
the main wall of the clty, you come $o an archway which ix
gata No.1, Having gotinto the courtyard inxdde thiz said

semiclrcle, you find another archway in the cliy wall, |

facing the aferesald tower, and this is gate No. 2, scr.
mounted by a fower slmilar to that already described,
but apparently intended more for ornament than use, not
belng fornlshed with Ioopholes, and having a balcony
ronud it at about half its helght from the ground. From
this balcony, reached by means of an antiquated wooden
staircase of questionsble solldity, I recelved my first, and
a3 yoi my only, vlew of Pekin, for ingress beyond the im-
mediate gate is positively forbldden. Faclog you as yon
jook towards the clty » broad street runs north and south,
and at right angles to it smaller strects along the foot of the

walls, At the junction of these strects beforeihe gate was .
an enormous crowd of wonderstrmek inhabitants, gazing }

with open cyes and mouths at the European soldlery in the
gsle, as the Trojans may have gazed on the wooden

"horse when it had passed their impregnable walls, To

keep back this curiosity-siricken mob wax a iask of
some difficulty fo the sentrles, and so far from fearins us
were they, that several adventurous spirits brought witk
them supplies of fowls, frults, and sweetmeats, with which
they drove a good trade with the soldiers on guard. The
thops in this part of the maln street, as fsr as I could see,
seemed to be small and Insipnificant, aswere also the houses
on wiich we looked down from the wall, and I was struck
with the absence of all large bulldings, or even of the
pagodas of which I fancied the clty had been full. In this
rezpect, I am fold, the Tartar portion of the city, on which
I was then looking down, Is far Inferlor to the Chineso or
southern half, the inhabltants of which would gladly have
opened thelr gates tous long ago, ard actually made hand-
some oifers of supplles In caso we took up our quartersin
their clty, I was notat a sufficient elevation to see the
wall separating the Tartar from the Chinese ¢ity, but I conld
clearly seo the whole extent of the northern and part of the
easfernand western walls, each about four miles long, and
well provided with gates similar to that on which I was
atanding,

It 1sstrange that a clty of the size and antiquity of Pekin
should have little or no suburb »ound it, The walls In most
placez look down on greez fields ontside, and the only ap®

proach to a suburbis the village in which the Britlsh army |

is now quartered, which, howerver, is quite detached from
the clty, there being 2 plain of & mile or twoin breadth
lying hetween,

There 1z a carriage-road, of not very steep asoent, up to
the top of the wall at the-Antlng.pate. Of this we have
avalled ourselves to get our guns on the walls, and the
mouths of some howitzers now frown on the main street of
tho city, whille fraverses have been thrown up across the
wall at each zlde, thus precluding the pomibility of any
attempt of the Tartars to dislodge us, The wall is battles
mented in the usual marner, with =zquare bastions at in.
tervals, which afford a kind of flank defenoe, an ele.
ment of fortifieatior. generally overiooked by Chiness
Vaubans, and, though there are noembrasures for eannon, I
observed a few Uzht guns lying near the gate, the largest of
them a brass piece marked with the ‘maker’s name, and
purporting to have been made at ““Middleburgh” in the
17th century.

Yor bave heard, I supposs, how the Emperor’s Summer
Palaco has been ‘fJootsd,” to use a word whish the Indlan
mutiny has domesilcated In our military parlance. Onx
allies decldedly got to windward of us on this occaslon, and
the amount of plunder which they sccured 13 only equalled
by tlie amonnt of valuable property which they destroyed.
When I zeached the palace, which ix five or alx mlles from
bere, on the morning of the 8th, nearly all the portable
valuables were gone, but enough of a Iarger deacription re.
mained toshow what must have been the magnificenca of
those now desolate halls. The English officerz were allowed
to visit If, but the French being encamped on the apot, both
officers and men were there in numbers, and the degtruction
of furniture, mirrors, clocks, and articles of vertu by the
French soldiery was something almost painfnl to be-
bold, My ¢tlme was g0 Jimited, and the crash
sund din so0o bewildering,, that I feel utterly mn.
equal to deserlbing thiz palace, or rather s=ucoesslon
of palaces, with its noble park full of artificial lakes and
mounde and falrly-Jlke summer-honses, with its marble
balls and terraces magnificent even in thelr raln, its
gorgeous furniture, elaborate carvings, and waxchouses of
sllks and embrolderies which nob even an army wasable to
empty. The sight was a practical translation of “ VP
victis,” and was enough to make every Englishman pray
that nipght that we might never have an invsder in
YT.ondon, :

Prizo agents were appolntsd to geb together as much pro-
perty as they could for the benefit of the English army,
and orders were given that all articles bronght awsy by
officers skould be handed ¢ver to them. They put a value
on each article at which the owner might redeem 1t if he
chose, or else Ieave it to ba sold for the benefit of the prize
fond, The salo took place on the 11th sud 12th, when 4
perfect mania of competition seemed to have seized on all

Tanks, and the prices reallzed were almost fabulous. The

commonest ornament for a table or mantelpiecs fetcheg
from 30 to 50 dollars, anything valuable or handsome much
more, and the silks, put up in lots of a dozen rollsat 50
dollara a Iot, generally broughtin 80 cr 90.

The totslamount realized by thesale Is upwards of 8,0007,,
which,zdded to the gold andailver bullion foundinthe palace,
makes & prize fund of about 36,0007, to be dlvided—two-
thirds among the non-comumissloned oficers and men who
were in the field on the 6th inst,, and one-third among the
officers ; Generals Grant, Michel, and Napier generously
resigning thelr claims to participation In it. '

A visit to the French camp shows clearly that ouw aliles
made the most of their opportunity, Ask the first fow men
yout meet whether they have anything %o sell, and the
chances aro that one will produce s walch set with brile
liants, another 2 string of pearls, a third alump of silver,
and a fourth a handful of #rinkets; at least, this
was the ecase some days ago ; now much of the plunder
hag been exchanged for English dollars, and the rapidly in-
creasing prices have made the fortanafe possessors coy. The
number of walches {s immensa, T believe every French soldier
hss got one, and I know of one man who brought away 92,
The Fmperor had & declded taste for clocks and watches. In
every room of the palaco were some handsoms ormolu
clocks by London and French makers, and some of the
walches I have seen among the French are of superior work-
manship and elaborate and costly mounting,

L am sorzry fo say that all doubts as fo the fate of
our prisoners are now declded, and that our worst fears
bave been reallzed. According to the statements of
the Bikh and French survivors, they wers all treated
with the uimost barbarity, baving been taken, tightly
bound hand and fool, from village to village; In
some caxes put through the ceremony of mock decaplts-
tion for the amusement of the amembled crowds, Aloessrw,
Parkes and Loch, who were taken %0 Pekln and rertored
on the [8th inst., were betler ireated ; but nearly alj
those faken along with ihe Chiness army appoar
either {0 have been starved fo death or to have munk
under thelr ill-ireatment. I may be some oconsolation
{0 thoso 'who have to movm gur decessed countrymen’s uvn:
timely and dreadful end, that their remalns are now re-
posing in consecrated ground, and ihat the last and solemn
ceremony of our church was duly pexformed over thems
Thix morning their remains, placed on gun carrlages, pre-
ceded by the bend of the 60th Rifics pisylng the “*Dead
Maroh in Saul,” and by detachinenis of every European
regiment present here, and followed by Lord Eigin, Sie
Hope Grant, the French Commander-In-Chief, and nearly

X

200 British offiocrs, were convoyed £o.the cemetery of the
Russian mision outelde the walls of Pekin, where a largs
grave wak prepared, and there we lald them side by alde,
with all the honourz of war, with an universal fecling of

regret for $helr fate and of detextation of the treschery of
which they had been the victims,

- Ocr, 25.

‘Winter i fast closing In upon us ; ths nights, ang some-
¢lires the days, are intensely cold, 'Tho firat oo of the
scaron has made ifs appearance, and the sdjacent hills of
Tartary have for some days been capped with snow, Itis
time to think of our wintar quarters, and the present Inten-
tlon seems %o beto leave at Tien-tsin the 3ist and 67th
Regiments, the 2d battallon G60th Rifies, Fane’s Horse, two
batteries of Artillery, and some of the Milltary Traln.
Hongkong s to be garrisoned by the 44th, now at Shanghae,
snd Canton by the 99th, The Ist Royals and 87ih aro to
return fo England, az will probably the 2d Gueen’s and 34
Bufis, Probyn's Horse and some of the Panjab infantry go
back to Indls, The force at Tien-#sin willbe under ths coms
manad of Brigadler Staveley, O.B.

Thelst division was sent out on the 18th to complets the
destruction of the Summer Palace, which had heen so sne-
cesefully shorn of its grandenr some days before, It isnow
% beap- of blackened rulns, and the demonstration was
sccompanied by s threat that If our terms were not speedily
accepted wo would do to the palaceand public buildings of
Pekln as we had done to the Palace of Yuen-ming-Yuen.
Youn will be glad to hear that to onr former terms hias besn
added the stipulation that & sum of 10,000, each shounld be
paid forthwith for the famllles of the English efficers and
gentiemen who dled In captivity,and 1,000 for each soldier.

The French are to atart Immediately for thelr winter
quarters, which are to be at Tien-tsin, on the left bank of
the Pelbo ; ours belng on the right, 'We shall most likely
Tollow, if all goeson smoothly, in & week, or thereabouts,
Onr troops are tolerably healthy, with the exception
of two reglments, which were some years at the COape
of Good Hope, and In them the proportion of sick
iIx over 10 per cent, It is strange that service
In one of the finest ollmates in the world shonld
Invariably tell upon men afterwards; yet the fact 1
indispntable, and msy well give rise to a doubt as to the
pollcy of establishing an invalld depot thers, for thither and
no¥ to England all the Invallds of {his army are going,

An Issue-of warm underclothing has been made to the
froops, and the Military Store Depariment promise more on
onr arrival at Tien-txdn, The Commissariat, too, are mak-
Ing aclive preparations against a tlme when rivers and
rosds will be impassable, Inthe matter of food the troops
have bad little canse of complalnt since they landed, as the
ratlons have been good and sufficient, with the single exoep-
tion of the paliry modicnm of rum—one d¢ram dally of 63
to the gallon ; whoreas in India thesoldier Is entitled to two
drams of 40 to the gallon, and when he is hard worked he

.generally gets a third. The Enropeans fecl this the more as

they see the Punjabecreglments drawlng their Uguor accord-

“Ing to the Indian scale, |

To wind up my letter wiih the most Important intell-
gence of all, I can now tell yon that the treaty has been
ratified and that thewar iz at an end. Yesterday Lord
Elgin, escorted by 400 Infantry and 150 cavalry, and ac.
companied by the diplomatic and military staffz and
three officers of each regiment, went Into Pekin for
the purpose of meeting the Chiness Plenipotentiary Kung,
The proceasion was formed at the Liama Temple, a fine
building in our lines, which contalng 2 magnificent white
marble monument to Confucius ; and, starting at 2p.m.
wo entered the clty by the An-Ting gate, and wended our
way for abort four miles through the streets to the ap-
polnted place of meeting, The streets through which we
passed did nct seem {o contaln better houses or shops than
are to be seen in Tlen-tsin or auny other provincial fown,
and wero only remarkable for clouds of black dust, with
which we were almost suffocated, and which made one think
one was marching through a coal-yard, I had been sug.
gested that the streets should be watered, but diffisnlties
were ralsed, and the dust-slisylng process was oonfined to
a fow hundred yaxds from the gate. Ounr destination was
% common looking building, like & 1arge shed, entlirely open
at one side, near;but not within thoprecincts of the palace,
and to which a look of temporary grandeur, evidently foreign
to it, had been Imparted by red cloth and carpets. Down
the sides of the room were chalrs and fables cdvered with
red cloth—for the English on the right a3 you entered, and
for the Chinese on the left; and at the hesd of the room
sat Kung at & small table, a corresponding place being set
for Lord Elgin., Kung isthe Empsror’s brother, and has a
high reputation among his coun én, many of whom
would bo giad to 506 thelr present Imbecile ruler deposed
and Kung reigning In his stead, He is a suxly, disslpated-
looking young man, sud ths whole proceeding scomed sadly
agsinst his grain, a3 he regarded nsither the barbariansnor
the treaty witha favourzabls eye, and his restless demeanour

| formed a siriking oconirast to the dignified bearing

of the Britlsh Envey, The attendant Nandarins
were plainly and wuniformly dressed in dark purple
silk  ryobes, with & square of embroldery on the
chest and back, and the only difference in the Prince’s
apparel was that he wore several round instead of two
square pleces of embroidery, and a velvet instead of a cloth
hat. He rose and advanced to mesot Lord Elgln, who, after
an Inferchange of bows, took kis acat with Sir Hope Grant
on his leff, and the business of the day began, This wag
soon over, belng simply a matier of sealing and slgning, and
at its concluslon Loxd Elgin and Kung rose, more bowlng
ensued, and we sallied forth into the dust once more.

Ten was handed round durlng the cersmony, and a col-
Iation of some kind was sald to be prepared, which Tord
Elgin declined on account of the lateness of the hour, Be-
fore the assembly broke up Signor Beato succeeded in
taklng & photograph of the scene, the Mandarins having
been reqrested to remain steady for the purpose, a request.
with which they wlllingly complied, I hear that the
French treaty is to be slgned In like manner to-dsy.

(FROXM ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT,)
CAMP BEFORE PEKIN, Oct, 25.

I should kave writien you by the last mail from hefora
this place, only we had outmarched all our writing

~materlals, and, as » matter of conrse, they arrived the day

after the mail left. However, there was nothing much to
note, To begin where I last left off, afier the actions of the
18th and 21st, as ¥ wrole you two mails ago, the Com-
mander-in-Chief ordered up all available forces, A navaj
brigade parrlsoning Tlen-tsin liberated the Royals and
the 8th Punjab Native Infaniry, and these, a company of
Meadras Ssppers, divers convalescents, and some remount
horses made a very respectable force, .As the road follows
the river, cutting off the corners only, a large flest of boats
was attachied to the force, 100 men only belng on the boata
Theee were weak and foobsore men chlefly, for the boats
ovextook us easch night at some honr or cther, but seldom in
proper time—which, as they carrled our tents, was a bore.
At Matow 100 more men were detalled for boat duty, tho
bslance teking ashort cut to head-quarters, about five miles
In front of Tung-chow, The boat paity arrived at Tung-
chow on the evenlng of the 4th, and marched a2 soon as the
baggege was landed to head-quarters, arriving there about
10 p.m., baving been on their feet txacking up the boats
from 5 p.m. the day previous, with but little rest, They
had heard there was to be an advance on Peldn, and were
determined to be in time, On the 5th the army advanced
on some- brickkiing, the men carrying knapsacks, greatcoat,
and blanket, at a tremendons pace and under a kot sun,
Soon some 50 of the poor overworked boat party ¢¢ shut up,’
many very footsore, but before long almost as many men of
other regiments had to do likewise, This, however, had
the effect of having the packs stowed away at the kilns,
where we arrlved about 12 o’clock, and found no enemy,
¥rom the top of the highest of them & good vlew of the
city conld be obtalned, but this was reserved for {he Staff;
the small Iry had to content themselves with a lower one to
take thelr first peep at PYekin, abont five miles distant.
Fane and Probyn’s Horse were sent ountio findan enemy
I1f they could. The whoie country in the nelghbourhood, and
for some distance towards Tien-tsin,is very denscly wooded,.
rendering the eyesight of little use ; fecilng has $o be re.

| sorted to. Probyn saw nothing; Fane reported ahout 1,600

in an intrenchment, who bolted assoon as they saw him,
I may as well say hero that Pekin is four-sided, and facing
the four points of the compass, OQur view ab the kilns was
at its east face, The intrenchment spoken of is of old dates
and iz simply a large bank of earth 40 feot hlgh, or thers-
abou}, and it extends all along tho north face of the city at
about 21 miles’ distanoce, and round also or the north-oast
abd north-west angles, but how far this deponent saithnoc
—as Ukely as not all round ; but that much he has seen
Onr march on the 6th was aniendeavour to ontflank
this supposed intrenchment, and we proceeded In s norih-
westerly direction, our nitimate goal being the Emperor's
suminer palace, After prooeeding along a winding xoad,
more like an open forest glade, ffor about meven miles, we
first sco the embankment on our loff, and ourselves golng
parallel £o it and towards the weat, but no enemy in sight,
However, a3 we proceed, news comes] from the front that
the enemy is insicht, and we hear in confirmation thereof
some 20 shots, one ¢f which hiis a Xing’@¥Dragoon Guard on
the hesd, he being with some other escorts behind & house,
It was all over in three minntes, and weopen out on ona of
thelarge brosd roads $othe city, to find » mob scuttling into
Pekin, having been srrested in an attempt to block up this
xosd by an abaitlsof ont-down 3ireos and a dlich across the
rosd. An unfortunasie pouliry-man afforded many of ud
dncks and chickens for dinner, In place of cold beef and bis”
ouit. -

We passed the rosd, scalad the steep bank, and oame
to & half, and, in consequence of the firlng, we want uo

forther. The French, whoe were on our lefi, passed behind

our rear, and prooceeded o the palace, where also our
cavalry, who were asking the French where we had gone

also went, The French made s handsome thing ont of that
same palace, and we have not done 30 badly clther, ag a
guantity of gold andsllver wag found there. Almost all the
officers went there, and brought something away, whioh wax
sold by auction, and fetched very high prices, The Com.
mander-Ir-Chief and the two Generals of Divislon relin-
quished thelr share, and wers voted some article or artlcles
about to be sold, ar aleo » Iarge pair of vasesof old enamel,
whioh the army presented to Lord Flgin for the Quean, Thg
bronzes, the enamels, and the jadestone and other carvings
were beautiful in the extreme. I¢ was estimated that pro-
perty to the amount of a million and a-haif waz in
the placs, and conld have been reslized If $here
had been time. As 3% was, I never saw such
a aceme of ruin and wanton destruction—clocks of
mwost marvellons consizuction ‘all smashed fo atoms;
plate-glass mirrors of immenne size, magnificent oarvings, il
served the same, In onelpstance I saw agood lump of a
bronze josszent al a 50-gulnea mirror and irretrievably ruln
it, while again & demented Frenchman wonld ren a-muck
with a stlck among the glass bobs and pendents of the chan-
deliers, The gronunds of the palace are of great extent, and
tro studded with Innumersble amall housss, with, as in
the generality of Chinese housew, thres rooms angd one
or two inner courts, also with three rooms st the end
opposite the entrancs, and generally a2 cne or three
roomed bnilding - on emch of ¢he sides. O =
palace, properly 30 calied, you saw little or nothing.
There was a fine throne-room, and two or thres salteg of
apsrtmonts near the entrance gates of larger dimensions,
buf still in the prevalling fashion of constraction, These
were, of course, more profusely desorated than the rest, In
the eourse of three or four hours’ cursory view but little
could be seen or understood of the place, There wero large
warehouses full of rich =llke, satins, embroideries, Yon
may form some iden of tho value atiached {0 a 5-guinea
filk robo when the French soldiers wers pounding awsy
with them at the fag-rag of Pekin, who wers looting away
to thelr heart’s content. Many of the most successfol
looters contented themssives with waylaying the Chinesa
snd taking anything they took a fancy to. Silk robes werg
sold next day for half a dollar to = dollar, the latter
belng the prevailing price. Now they are guoted at from
4 to 10 dollars, and few sellers, Waiches and Syces
gold ornaments have also been plentifal, Tws English
carriages and the harness ccmplete were thers, and sny
amonnt of watches, the chief maker being Ilben. Theso
were doubtless presents frorn Tord Macartney or Lord Am-
herst, It was expected that this would bring the
Chinese to theiz senzes, and also stand a3 2 punishment for
thelr treachery on the 17th, I had not when X last wrote
heard that the Chinere them»elves wero showing the
camwplng ground to Colone! Walker and xome of the
otaff, and 1% would probatly have been chosen, but
Sir Hope objected to it on the ground of its being too
fax from the water ; and 1t was when they found that we
were not golog o fall into the #rap they had so
nicely baited for wus—for they had, I belleve, 76
guns In position to play orn the pround-—that
they seized on the unfortunates mentioned in my
lagt—viz.,, Parkes and Loch, De Norman, Anderson,
Bowlby, a private of the Royal Dragoon Guards, Bra-
bszon, & French Abbé, some 25 Sikhs, snd also zeme
privates and one French officer. Matters remeined In » to-
lerably qulesoent stato for some days, the Chiness wanting
to treat, and we refvslng 0 do so till the prisoners were
glven np, we fearIng lest our attack on Pekin migit bo the
signal for the exeontlon offthe prisoners. Parkes and Loch,
who were in the city, had communicated o us their safety
and whereabonf, but of the rest we knew nothing, I

forgot tc mention at the tlme, but on the morning |

of the Tth a XRoyal salutsa waz fired to let the
cavalry know our whereabont; large fires were
lighted the evening previous, and fifes and drnms played
for the same purpose on the top of the mound. This Royal
ralate nearly cansed the decapitation of Parkes and Loch 3
but, finding no damage was dona, snd the firlng =0 soon
stopped, thé Chiness desisted, and asked Parkes the cause
of the firing, On the 9th Pavkes and Loch were given up,

'the Msndaring In the oily belng induced theretobya threst

of sack and pillags of the city and paiscs of Pakin, Of the
other pritoners they knew nothing, but wonld ssnd to some
ofithe camps t0 inquire. Parkes and Loch being resened,
it now became a matier of Importance to geb the remalning
prisoners and the clty into our posseesion. The enginesrs
discovered [that a Iarge enclosurs, probably of 100 scres,
called the Temple of the Earth, afforded a good posttion for a
breaching battery ; and within 190 yards of the walls this
face of the temple was screoned from view by a wall about
20 feet high, and the battery was constructed, the outside
row ol bricks being left untouched %o the last day. The
ground also outside the temple favoursd the constructlon
of » trench, and the French from thelr proper left zoon
got & Iarge trench and a bablery iIn advance of the
temple, and within probably 100 yardsof the city, in which,
1 presume, they Intended o place thelr small canons rayés.

.Our trench led to withln 80 paces of the walls, and

would have gone ciozer had tims permitted. It waz now
notified to the Celestials that the town wonld be attacked,
and the palaocs plundered and burnt, if the remalnder of the
prisoners and one of the gates of the clty wers not given up,
the General pledging himself to respect the clty if not

1molested. They were given unitll 12 o’clock at noon of

Saturday, the 13th, to make up thelrminds, The Royals were
marched down to the breaching guns, and a wing of ks 67th
was parading for the same purpose, The guns were abont
to be loaded, when, five minutes before 12, & gate was glven
up. Detachmenis of French and English troopsjolntly took
possesslons X cannob speak for cartaln on what date the
second batch of prisonerscame in, but they consisted of sove-
ral French and some Sikh troopers, I do not knowthe num-
bers,and havenotime elther,asthe mali closessoon, Ibellave
on the 13th we recelved our Sikhs, the French ¢came in three
or four days befors, and we then becams aware of the hoy-
tible end of the poor fellows, of whose safety none of us for
» moment donbted, Xet mo hasten over the revolting sub-
joct as fast a5 possible, Brabazon and the French Abbé
wero taken before a Tarfar General, who had been woanded
on the 15th, and hohad theirheads cut off at onca in revenge;
sotheir end, atall events, had nothing horrlbls abont it, The
others were taken before Sin-ko-lin.rin, at the Sommer
FPalare, and one of them by signs was zsked if he wanted to
wash 3 on hiz slgnlfying assent he was faken out of the
room and fhrown down, his handsand feet tled together
bebind his back, and the rest were served the same way; the
Enropeans were $ied with double cords, the Sikhs with only
single ones, and theysay the Euzopeans were worst of,
Not content with $his, they tied them In palrs $ogether :
for four days they had neither food nor water, and then
only & Utfle rxice. You may fancy the Indignation
this canzed in the army, and fortunate are the Tartar
army there has been no encounier =lnce, for not a
man would have been spared (we fook 2,000 odd at the
Tsaku, and sent them all adrift harmless), It was determined
to burn the Summer Falace, where the tragedy commenced,

and the 1st division, or rather what was left of if, marched
there, devoting that and the sncceeding day to ita destrae-

tlon, It i1s now a heap of rnlns, or nearly go; the cavalry
marched about five miles to the rear without coming to the
end of the grounds, and I belleve far more jade-stone orns.
ments, china, gold ornaments, and old enamels were dis-
covered than on the first sacking ; these were a zeal gain to

| the captors, for each took what he got, no dono publico this

time ; 1t was a grand bonfire, the carriages, the gift of the

English,belngburnt, elsesomeofficerswhohad ponlesthereand
more loof than conveyance forjwere going to dig them outof
their peaceinl retirement and; parade them in ths English
camp. The next move wass demand of 10,000/ for each
European, ’twas sald—but I suppose, as the Sikhs were only
put down at 1,0007, each, the King’s Dragoon Guards wars
in the same scale—as an indemnity (this to go fo the
families of thedeceased) before any treaty conld be enter-
talned, the money to be paid down on the nalil, or else the
Ernperor’s Palace in PeXin was to be sacked and burnf, Wb
were In orders to atback the gato of Victory at 10 a.m. on
the 21st, proceeding slong the wall of the city, which is
about 40 feeb high, and about 18 yards wide at top, paved
with large blue bricks, more like slabs, from the Anting.
oato, or the ** Peace-gate,” which we held, and about two
mileg distant from that of Victory. Gunshad been dragged
nup the slopes to the fop of the wall when we first oconpied
{he aforesaid gate, and the horsez had come down
to move them along $o the attack cn the nsxt
gate, and the men were all ready io fall in, when
the move was countermanded, The Chinese had pro-
cured the services of the Russian Ambassador, and terms
had been arranged, ocur side being only too glad to havae s

| treaty at thie late period of tho season, and the Chinese to

save thelr Kmperor's Palace, Peace was made on the 21st
the Indexanity paid on the 234, the {reaty sicned on the
24th, yestexday, at the Hall of Conferenoe, nesr the Empe-
ror's Palsce. ' :

Lord £lgin was escorted by 100 oavalry and abouk 400 in-
fanfry, all tha cocked hats to be) mustered In the army,
and three offioers per ocorps, who could raise full drews, being
allowed to attend. The sald Isst musier was scans indeed,
‘Where public transport 15 provided for only 701b, of cfioers®
baggage, indluding hall & $ent, which weighs 301b,, seme
more usefal articles than dress coats are neoded,

All the second division marched into the clfy and lined
the atreets at the extranes to it; the Royals were furihest
into the town, then the Sth Punjaub Natiive Infantry, 67th
next, another Punjsub regiment, and 23ih near the gates,
front rank on ono side, reex rank on the other. Afber hix
Lordshiv and Lis body guard, his brase hatted retainers, hag
pamsed through, the ranks clceed, and regiment afier regi-
ment, forming column of sub-Avikons, maxched on inko the
olty, taking np commanding positions at intervala along the
road, with patrels between cach dividon, On hix Lordship’s

return-—~for of the signiny of the freaty I only heard that

Prince Kung, ihe heir presumptive, iz young lookdng
but showed zignr of living o fast life—the sams
ocreaony was observed of Uning ioth side of the
street wherever the {roops might bappen to be, malute
Ing as he pamed, sod following In resr In clocds of dust,
the oeremony, as far az the poor soldier was conoerned,
ocenpying from 12,30 p.m. to 8 p.m., and wall he earnad hiz
extra glass of progp yesterday, It iz a great plty we
could not havs ocecupled Pekin this winter, or for =
month or two. It wounld bave had a wonderful effact,
doubtlese ; but our armies have been Into the olty, and thai
sight will not soon be forgotten. The streots were Itned
with crowds of men, women, and children; of the womsn
few had the deformed feet, but I carnot say much in favour
of their faces either.

The Freach freaty was signed, and the French entry of
troops took place to-day.

Heary baggsge is ordered to bo sent to Tung-chow, thenas
by water to Tlen-faln to-morrow, and no time will be Iost in
getting away the troops.

The wealher Is very fino, but it freezes very sharply at
night, and to Southern Ckinese and Indiaxs If is very cold.
Fursare at a premium, Some Indian herses have died
from cold.

The post 1s closing. T have no time even to read gver
what I have writien, having boen Interrupted several times
to-day to counf xilver for the men’s prize money, which
comes to within » fractlon of $14 privates, $21 corporals,
and $28 sergeants; officers not known yes.

IThe bedie= of the sufferers by the tragedy were burled
in the Rustian cemetory, as many officers attending ag
possible, andi{in all probabllity suitable monuwments wiil

bo erscted to their memory. By next msil this will be
gecided.

NAVAL AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE.
The inner work of theline of defences strefching from
Stokes’ Bay, on the shores of the Solent, to Frater Lake, on
the western and upper portion of Portsmonth harbour, hag
within the pat foxtnight been vacated by the Royal Artil-
lery who have been statloned there since its completion,
gome few months zince, for the purpose of extensive repairs -
and yet this work over its entranoe gatoway bears the date
of 1859. Sorecently has the work been occupied that only
four of its guns are at present mounnted, the platforms in
moet Instances no$ being yeb 1ald, and in others the
metal not web belng iaid on the stome of $hely
traverses, The trace of the work presenis an jrre.
gular trlangular shape, with its apex cunt off on Iix
central front, which is constructed to monnt six 8 sngd
10-inch gunx, Itsxight face and flank will mount seven
guns of the same calibre, all the gunson these two faces,
with one exceptlon, firing fhrough embrasures. The
referred to exoepiionally works on & central pivot and fires
en barbeite, commanding an advanced earthwork thrown
out on the right flank and rear in the direstlon of high-
water mark in Porlsmonth harbonr, The left face and flank
of the work mountseight guns on the terre-plelne,with four
10-Inch in bomb-proof casemates on the terre-pleine—4g Ig
Haxo., The enceinte of the work containz also three
mortars. The gorge or base of this irreguisr #ri.
angle i3 closed by a long brick onestory bullide
ing contalnlng quarfers for officers and men, and
with sn entrance gateway In the centre, Parallel with thig
row of bulldings, and perbaps 25 or 30 fest further in the
enccinte, runs another range of quarters, which are strongly
faced with earth to the front of ths fortification, and which
nave very much the appearance of belng an after-thought
grafted npon the original deslgm; it, however, must tend
greatly to the securily of the quarters in itszearin the
event of any bombardment from the front, The wholsis
surrounded by & ditch provided with caponnieres atits
salient angles, This dltch has, however, been designed at
foo acnbe an angle, or dus allowance has not boen made
for the want of tenaclty in the s=oil, as along its
greater extent slips of earth bave occurred from it
sldes which, If nol arrested, must eventually level it with
its glacis. A walk round the ramparis in the interior of
the work shows & good command of the sorrounding
oountry, but everything has a strange neglected appear-
ance~the unlaid platforms, the embrasures already un.
dergoing alteratlons and repairs, and, worse than all, a
mass of the brickwork at the angle of the western pivot
gun, some six or seven feel sguare, having splif from parapet
to terre-plelne,and fallen partially forward, leaving a spaceof
soveral inchesbetween 1t and the remalnder of the brickwork,
A glance at the base discloses the canse of this; the founds-
tion of the work bas glven way, and the superlncambent
weight 15 subsiding and bresking up. Proceeding along the
fiat rool of the quarters which closethe zear of the fort, the
parapet wall on its onter edge displays similar symptoms of
snbsldence by 1t cracks and irrepulsrity of ontline, This
is more discernible at the wings than In the centre. De-
scending from this roof, and enterlng the rooms bhelow, the
means taken fo prevent fhis subsldence and general breake
up are at onoe visiblo—at lemst, all that have been come

menced at present, They conslst of the celling having been
ent through in each Instance fo the lower part of the jolsta,

snd the insertion of & heavy iron girder,which islet into the
walls on each slde of fhe room. Thix wonld appesr to a
common-sense visitor to bo merely adding toan alrexdy
too great muperincnmbent welght which the foundstlon
iz too weak £o carry, Another great and evidens fault in the
original design of the work Is the fact of its belng open fo
an eniilading fire from its right flank and rear in the direc.
tion of the Nelson columr on Paortsdown. Tha contract
work appears to have been well performed, externsily and
Infernslly ; and, in the instance of the torn brickwork, the

| bricksthemselvezhavebeen broken apart by the force bronght

{0 bear upon them, but the cement 1fself has remzined
firm. 'We have thus & work standing guard a} one end of
an imporfanf lins of defence ntterly untenable from faults
of design or construction In lessthan 12 months after it Is
gompleted, or before its gand can be morxmisd for its de-
fence,

The crew of the screw steamship Royal Albert, 121, Oapt.
H. Lacon, fiagof Admiral Stopford, have seat down her
m=ain fopmast, and axe now stripping her mainmast, in order
that the defects may be inspected., It is probable that the
mainmast will be condemned.

The screw steam-sloop, Petrel, 11, is under the north
crane In Xeyham Steamyard, recelving her engline gear.

Hix Danish Majesty’s corvetio Belndal, Capt, Commander

+Schulz, from Gibraltar for Copenhagen, arrived in Ply-

mouth Sound Iate on Thursdsy evenlng, and on Friday
morning saluted the national flag with 21 guns, and the flse
of Port Admiral Sir Houston Stewart with14 guns, which
were duly acknowledged by the cltadel and by the flagship
Impregnable, 104, Capt, Lord Frederick Kerr, In Hamoaze.

The screw sieam gun veesel Lynxy 5, the crew of which
were recently pald off, was towed on Friday From the Dovon.
port Dockyard o her moorings np Hamoaze. y

The Lords of the Admliralty have granted the sum of 257,
towards the school library at Chatham Dockyard.

The Isis, 44, ssiling fripate, was placed in the second
dock at Chatham on Safurday, to complefs fitting for the
‘West Const of Africa.

The Pigeon, confract-bullé screw ganboat, 60-horse powers,
was docked at Chatham on Saturday, to be complefed for
the second divieion of the steam zeserve,

The Orpheuns, 21, screw corvette, 400-horss power {nomi-
nal), has veen removed from Chatham Dockyard, where she
has been Iying since she made her trial frip fo Gillingham
Reach. On Satnrday orders were given for a party of ship-
wrights from the dockyard fo proceed on board this morn.
Ing for the purpose ol complefing her afloat for the steam
reserve.

The screw steam corvetfo Jason, 21, Capt, E, von Donop,
haz left Hamoaze, and iz now in Plymeonth Sound waiting -
orders,

The paddlewheel steamsloop Spitefnl, 6, Commander
‘Wilcon, with the coal depdt Alarm in fow, left Plymounth
Sound on Fridey for Pembroke,

By the death of Msjor-Gen, S. B, Boilean {1358), belong-
ing to the fixed establishment of general officers, a pension
for dlstinguished and meritorlous services becomes vacant,
and is placed at the disposal of his Royal Elghness the
Commander-in-Chief.

Col. Anthony Blaxland Stransham, commanding the
Woolwich division of Royal Marlnes, recelved the oficial
notification from the Board of Admiralty on Saturdsy lasb

of his promotion to the rank of Major-General, and retired
from the command. He 1z succeeded by Colonel Fielding
Alexander Campbell,now Qol,-Commandant of the division,

In consequence of the intention of the Government to

redace the strength of the whole of tho British regiments
zerving In Indls, orders were on Saturday received sk
Chatham Garrison from the Horss Guarde directing the
variovs recrnmiting parties to joln the depits of fheir
respective regiments, with the exeoeption of ono non.
commissoned officer and one man of oech corpe. By
the proposed roduction the mirength of each of the Indla
depdis at Chatham iz to be reduced to 100 non-commise
sloned officers and men, and all beyond that number will be
sent, early In the ensuing spring, to join the service com-
panies of their respective reglmenie al head-quariers,

The establishment of French classes for the instzructlon ol
the non-commiseioned officers of the Royal Artllleryat W

wich, under :;htef dlracﬁbtlin .fa tliaLa Bl.rt'.mj,1 !:‘w thus
rogressed most favoura example s now
followed up by various othg grades thronghout ths regimen
A oouple of: additional cianses, of themale
female teachers helomging to tha ental schools,
been o s 12 of the formerand
hﬁi?ggm fth
n ers of the
gltme’don In & manner, Ax the
ployed interferes In no way with reglmenial du
the benefits are twofold,ihs 4lmo being otherwlse w
away by amajorlty of the men in occupations which
desertion and other orimes |




